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Communism is the ultimate extension of the theory of Socialism, where there is no private 

property as such and the government exclusively controls the means of production. Most people 

chafe at a system in which the government controls everything and individuals cannot own 

private property. But Communism also had one more unpopular feature and that was the concept 

that the workers have the right to (unlawfully) overthrow the existing form of government by 

force if necessary, if it is oppressive. Communism is the more militant form of Socialism. 

Communism in the second half of the 20th Century was a harsh and severe system of government 

most often characterized by the dictatorial and horrific regime of Josef Stalin and several 

successors in the Soviet Union. Unfortunately for Communism, it was made the national 

governments of two ruthless dictatorial regimes, the Soviet Union, including its satellites, and 

Communist China.  

Stalin’s takeover of all the Eastern European countries had less to do with Communism than it did 

with totalitarianism. After the third time that Russia was invaded in less than 200 years, Stalin 

decided to simply take over Eastern Europe as a buffer zone. Since Russia was Communist, these 

lands would be Communist. The effects of the Communist party in Russia and Eastern Europe 

were hardly less oppressive and not much different than the dominating techniques of the Nazis.  

Communist goals of converting all the world’s governments into one international working-class 

organization caused major Western governments to react vigorously. The idea of international 

governing body made Communism seem a system trying to take over the world. It did not help 

that both the Soviet Union and China spread their ideas most frequently using both surreptitious 

and overt military operations to convert countries to Communism. 

Leaders of impoverished nations around the world, especially those extremely poor Colonial 

nations, sometimes saw Communism as a more egalitarian way to create their society. Western 

countries feared the rise of Communist states in their post WWII posture because of their nuclear 

power, belligerent attitudes and proselytizing approach to diplomacy. The established order in 

most countries, those at the top, feared Communism because Communist governments simply 

nationalized industries and transferred personal private property to the state. For Americans, and 

for most people in the 21st Century, this form of government is archaic and unthinkable.  

Fascism is a governmental system in which there is private ownership of property but it is merely 

at the good grace of the state which, with corporations and the military, decides what is best for 

society. It has been thus far always very authoritarian, nationalist and–although this may be a 

coincidence–militarily belligerent. Fascism tends toward and has thus far in its most pointed 

examples become totalitarian, i.e. total control of all levels of government.  

The examples of Fascism have not been attractive. Pre-WWII Germany, Italy and Spain all were 

totalitarian, oppressive regimes, causing wars and mass imprisonments and in some cases mass 

genocides. Fascism in Argentina resulted in many deaths and a more belligerent military posture 

before it was overthrown. Similar Central and South American dictatorships had similar, most 

unpleasant outcomes. 
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Though some people may term communism and fascism as the two sides of the same coin, they 

are different in their ideology and other aspects. Communism is a socio economic system that 

stands for a class less, state less and an egalitarian society. Fascism is an ideology that tries to 

bring together radical and authoritarian nationalism. 

Fascism became popular between 1919 and 1945 and the term has become an epithet for all bad 

things. Fascism originally referred to the Fascists under Benito Mussolini. Communism became 

popular after the Bolshevik Revolution of Russia in 1917. The Communist Manifesto by Karl 

Marx and Friedrich Engels is considered to be the bible of communism. The authoritative 

document of Fascism is “The Doctrine of Fascism. 

Communism stands for a stateless society where all are equal. No one is rich or poor in a 

communist system. In Communism, it is the community that holds the production and the major 

resources. On the other hand, Fascism pertains to state and it considers state on top of 

everything. In fascism the state is all embracing. For the fascists, no human values exist outside 

the state. Fascism believes that everything is within the State and nothing is above the State or 

outside the State or against the State. Fascism believes in nationalism (includes economic 

nationalism), corporatism (includes economic planning), militarism and totalitarianism 

(dictatorship and social interventionism). 

The Communists think globally where as the Fascists think only in a national level. 

In communism, the state is the custodian of everything and it is the state that owns everything. 

On the other hand, in Fascism, the state has control over everything. In simple words, 

Communism means state ownership and fascism means state control. 

Fascism is derived from Italian fascio meaning bundle. Communism comes from French 

communisme, meaning common. 

Summary 
1.Communism is a socio economic system that stands for a class less, state less and an 

egalitarian society. Fascism is an ideology that tries to bring together radical and 

authoritarian nationalism. 

 

2.Fascism became popular between 1919 and 1945. Communism became popular after the 

Bolshevik Revolution of Russia in 1917. 

 

3.The Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels is considered to be the 

bible of communism. The authoritative document of Fascism is “The Doctrine of Fascism. 

 

4. Communism stands for a stateless society where all are equal. Fascism pertains to state 

and it considers state on top of everything 
 
 

http://benefitof.net/benefits-of-communism/
http://www.differencebetween.net/miscellaneous/difference-between-socialism-and-communism/
http://www.differencebetween.net/business/difference-between-fascism-and-imperialism-2/
http://www.differencebetween.net/resources/
http://www.differencebetween.net/miscellaneous/difference-between-fascism-and-nazism/
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Communism Fascism 

Economic 
System 

The means of production are held in common.  
There is no ownership of capital goods. 
Production is organized to provide for human 
needs.. Communism is founded upon a 
condition of material abundance. 

Focused on glorifying and 
strengthening the State. Both Fascist 
Italy and Nazi Germany attempted to 
pursue self-sufficiency. 

Political 
System 

Ideally, there is no leader, and the government 
is directed directly by the people. This has 
never been actually practiced, and nations have 
just used a one-party system. 

One charismatic leader has absolute 
authority. Often the symbol of the 
state. 

Philosophy 

From each according to his ability, to each 
according to his needs. Free-access to the 
needs of society  is made possible by advances 
in technology that allow for super-abundance. 

No single philosophy. The state must 
gain glory through constant conquest, 
or war.  

Social 
Structure 

All class systems are eliminated. Strict class structure believed necessary 
to prevent chaos. Everyone has a 
specific, defined role in society. While a 
certain race is considered superior, 
individuality among members of that 
race is discouraged. 

Key Leaders 
Karl Marx, Fredrich Engels, Vladimir Lenin, Josef 
Stalin, Fidel Castro, Kim Jon Il.   

Benito Mussolini, Adolf Hitler, 
Francisco Franco, Emperor Hirohito 

Ideas 

Human societies have divided into conflicting 
classes. Existing class structures become 
unsustainable resulting in contradictions which 
can only be resolved by having the lower class 
overthrow the ruling class. 

Union between businesses and the 
State, with the state telling the 
business what to do, with private 
ownership. Also Known as National-
Socialism. 

Economic 
Coordination 

Economic planning is done by the government, 
including all decisions regarding investment, 
production and resource allocation.  

People control businesses properly, but 
Government makes business decisions. 

Private 
Property 

Abolished.  Permitted 

Free Choice 

In a communist society, where a leader does 
not exist, everything is chosen freely.  In those 
that have been practiced though, all choices, 
including education, religion, employment and 
marriage, are controlled by the state. 

The individual is considered 
meaningless; they must be dedicated 
to the power of the State. Traditional 
gender roles are upheld. 

Discrimination 
In theory, all members of the state are 
considered equal. 

Belief in one superior race (Nazism). 
Blames society’s problems on members 
of other races or social groups. 

View of the 
world 

Communism is an international movement; 
Communists in one country see themselves in 
solidarity with Communists in other countries. 

Fascists are ultra-nationalists who see 
no reason to respect the rights of other 
nations. 

 


