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Main Idea:
Led by the U.S., Great 
Britain, and the Soviet 

Union, the Allies scored 
key victories and won 

the war.

Why it Matters 
Now:

The Allies’ victory in 
WWII set up conditions 
for both the Cold War 
and today’s post-Cold 

War world.



Setting the Stage

• On December 22, 1941, Winston Churchill and 
President Roosevelt met at the White House to 
develop a joint war policy. 
– Stalin wanted them to open a second front in 

the west. This would split the Germans’ 
strength by forcing them to fight major battles 
in two regions instead of one. 

– Churchill agreed with Stalin’s strategy.
– Roosevelt was torn, but ultimately he agreed.



The Tide Turns on Two Fronts

• Churchill wanted Britain and the United States to 
strike first at North Africa and southern Europe.

• Stalin wanted the Allies to open the second front 
in France. 

• The Soviet Union had to hold out on its own 
against the Germans. 
– All Britain and the United States could offer in 

the way of help was supplies. 



The North African Campaign

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DadNrZVmXCk


The North African Campaign
• Rommel takes Tobruk, June 1942; pushes toward 

Egypt
• British General Montgomery “Monty” plans a 

massive frontal attacks at El Alamein on Oct. 23
– By Nov. 4, Rommel’s army has been beaten.
– Rommel retreated west, and the Allies launched 

Operation Torch on Nov. 8, 1942
– 100,000 American troops landed in Morocco and 

Algeria led by general Dwight D. Eisenhower.
– Rommel’s Afrika Korps were crushed, May, 1943.



The Battle for Stalingrad

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PLHzKRxg6-o


The Battle for Stalingrad
• Summer of 1942, Hitler 

sent his Sixth Army 
under the command of 
Fredrich Paulus
– Army moves to seize 

Soviet oil fields and 
capture Stalingrad.

• Aug. 23, 1942: Battle of 
Stalingrad — Soviets, 
Germans battle for 
control of the city



The Battle for Stalingrad
• Nov. 1942: Germans controlled 

90% of the city
– Russian winter set in
– Soviet troops launched a 

counterattack and trapped 
Germans inside the city

• Feb 2, 1943: German troops 
surrendered

• Germans were now on the 
defensive with the Soviets 
pushing them westward.





The Invasion of Italy
• Summer 1943: U.S. and British forces land on and 

capture Sicily.
• July 25, 1942: King Victor Emmanuel III summoned 

Mussolini to his palace & stripped him of power
– Mussolini was arrested and Italians began 

celebrating the end of the war
– Hitler responded by seizing control of Italy
– Reinstalled Mussolini as its leader & 

ordered German troops to dig in & hold firm
– Took 18 months of fighting for the Allies to drive 

the Germans from Italy



The Invasion of Italy
• April 27, 1945 - Italian 

resistance fighters 
captured Mussolini 
disguised as a German 
soldier.
– Mussolini was 

killed and his body 
hung in downtown 
Milan for all to see.



The Allied Home Fronts
• Wherever Allied forces 

fought, people on the home 
fronts rallied to support 
them. 

• In war-torn countries like the 
Soviet Union and Great 
Britain, civilians endured 
extreme hardships. 

• Americans at home made a 
crucial contribution to the 
Allied war effort. 

– Americans produced the 
weapons and equipment 
that would help win the 
war.



Mobilizing for War

• Fighting the war required complete use of 
all national resources

• 17 to 18 million U.S. workers—many of 
them women—made weapons

• People at home faced shortages of 
consumer goods

• Propaganda aimed to inspire civilians to 
aid war effort



War Limits Civil Rights

• Japanese 
Americans faced 
prejudice and fear

• Army put Japanese 
Americans in 
internment camps in 
1942



Victory in Europe

• In 1943, the Allies began secretly building 
an invasion force in Great Britain. 

• General Eisenhower organized “Operation 
Overlord”
– Planned invasion of Hitler’s “fortress Europe”
– Hoped to take the Axis by surprise  
– Chose the lightly fortified Normandy peninsula 

as the focus of the assault
– Used a dummy army to confuse the Germans



The D-Day Invasion

• June 6, 1944: D-Day
– 3 divisions parachuted down behind German 

lines during the night 
– Allied troops fought their way ashore along the 

60-mile wide stretch of beach  
– Largest land-sea-air operation in history

• 156,000 troops

• 11,000 planes & 4,000 landing craft 

• 600 warships 



The D-Day Invasion

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hr8bk0b6tw4


The D-Day Invasion

• Allies held the beachheads 
– Landed a million troops, 567,000 tons of supplies 

& 170,000 vehicles in France
– July 25th: General Omar Bradley unleashed 

massive air & land bombardment at St.-Lo 
• Gave General Patton the gap needed to 

advance
– Aug. 23rd: Reached Seine River south of Paris
– Aug. 25th: Liberated Paris from 4 years of 

German occupation



The Battle of the Bulge

• U.S. and British forces advance on 
Germany from west, Soviets from east

• Battle of the Bulge—German 
counterattack in December 1944

• Germans gained early success but were 
forced to retreat



Battle of the Bulge

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoPDx3ejMUg


Germany’s Unconditional 
Surrender

• By 1945, Allied armies 
approached Germany 
from two sides

• Soviets surrounded 
Berlin in April 1945

• April 30: Hitler and Eva 
Braun committed 
suicide in an 
underground bunker 
beneath the crumbling 
city. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d1Dj46UhXAg


• May 7, 1945: General Eisenhower accepted the 
unconditional surrender of the German military
– President Roosevelt had suddenly died due to a 

stroke and did not see it
– His successor, Harry Truman, received the news

• May 9th, the surrender was officially signed in 
Berlin.  

• The U.S. and other Allied powers celebrated V-E 
Day
– Victory in Europe Day  
– After 6 yrs of fighting, the war was over in 

Europe

Germany’s Unconditional Surrender





Victory in the Pacific
• Allies were still fighting the 

Japanese in the Pacific 
• Allied victory at Guadalcanal 

stopped Japanese advances
– For the rest of the war, the 

Japanese retreated before 
the counterattack of the Allies

• The Japanese Retreat
– Oct. 1944: Allied Forces 

landed on the island of Leyte 
in the Philippines

– General Douglas MacArthur 
waded ashore at Leyte with 
his troops 

On reaching the beach, 
MacArthur declared, 

“People of the Philippines, I 
have returned.”



Battle of Layte Gulf
• Japanese planned to halt Allied advance

– destroy the U.S. fleet & prevent Allies from resupplying 
troops

– required risking almost the entire Japanese fleet
• Oct. 23rd: Enacted the plan

– Within 4 days, the Japanese Navy had lost disastrously
• Eliminated as a fighting force in the war 

• Only the Japanese Army & the kamikaze stood between the 
Allies & Japan



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qeXygbJYunk


The Japanese in Retreat
• March 1945: U.S. Marines took Iwo 

Jima
• an island 760 miles from Tokyo

– a month of bitter fighting and heavy 
losses

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NK1l6HwXAJY


The Japanese in Retreat
• June 21: U.S. troops took 

Okinawa 
– Island about 350 miles from 

southern Japan
– One of the bloodiest land 

battles of the war 
– Almost 3 months of fighting
– Japanese lost over 100,000 

troops and the Americans 
12,000



The Japanese Surrender

• Advisors warned Truman 
that an invasion of Japan 
will cost many lives

• He had an alternative: the 
atomic bomb

• Manhattan Project—a 
secret program to 
develop the atomic bomb



July 25, 1945: Truman ordered the military to make final plans for dropping the 
only two atomic bombs then in existence on Japanese targets.  

July 26: U.S. warned Japan that it faced “prompt and utter destruction” unless it 
surrendered at once.  Japan refused.  

Truman later wrote:

 “The final decision of where 
and when to use the atomic 
bomb was up to me.  Let there 
be no mistake about it.  I 
regarded the bomb as a 
military weapon and never had 
any doubt that it should be 
used.”



The Japanese Surrender

• Aug, 6th: U.S. dropped an atomic 
bomb (Little Boy) over Hiroshima
– 43 seconds later, almost every 

building in the city collapsed into 
dust  

– Hiroshima had ceased to exist 
– Japan’s leaders hesitated to 

surrender 
• Aug 9th: a second bomb (Fat Man) 

was dropped on Nagasaki 
– leveled half the city  





The Japanese Surrender
• The Japanese finally surrendered to General Douglas 

MacArthur on September 2nd.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8H0ARjbUkls

