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Setting the Stage
□ Japan’s military leaders also had 

dreams of an empire.
□ After expansion in Manchuria and 

then six years later, mainland China, 
the wars were placing a strain on the 
Japanese economy.

□ To supplement their economy, Japan 
turned to the colonies of SE Asia.



Surprise Attack on Pearl Harbor
□ October 1940, the U.S. had cracked one of 

the codes that the Japanese used in 
sending secret messages.

□ The U.S. knew the plans the Japanese had 
for SE Asia.

□ If Japan conquered colonies in SE Asia, it 
would threaten American-controlled 
Philippine Islands and Guam.



http://valksworldwarii.weebly.com/uploads/2/7/9/0/27903677/3718467_orig.gif


Japan and the United States
□ In July, 1941, President 

Franklin D. Roosevelt cuts off 
oil shipments to Japan after 
Japan overran French 
Indochina
■ Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto 

was Japan’s toughest naval 
strategist.

■ He called for the attack on 
the U.S. fleet in Hawaii.



Surprise Attack on Pearl Harbor

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cRzIr7LXQbU


Route of Japanese Fleet Attacking 
Pearl Harbor



Waves of the Attack
□ First wave, 182 

planes
□ Second wave, 171 

planes

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a0/Pearlmap1.png
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USS Arizona Memorial



Day of Infamy
□ Japan attacked Pearl Harbor—U.S. Naval 

base in Hawaii—on December 7, 1941.
■ In 2 hours the Japanese sank or damaged 

19 ships, killing more than 2,300 Americans 
and wounding over 1,100.

□ U.S. declared war on Japan and its allies on 
December 8, 1941.
■ In his speech to congress, Roosevelt stated 

that “December 7, 1941 was a day that will 
live on in infamy”.

□ Japan also attacks Hong Kong, Thailand, 
and other islands



Day of Infamy
□ Who were the allies of the Japanese? 

□ At the same time of the attack on Pearl 
Harbor, the Japanese also attacked the 
British colony of Hong Kong and American 
controlled Guam and Wake Island.
■ They also invaded Thailand

□ The Japanese’s drive for a Pacific empire 
had begun.



Japanese Victories
□ Guam and Wake Island were not heavily 

defended, so they fell quickly to the 
Japanese

□ Next, the Philippine Islands
■ January of 1942, the Japanese marched 

into the capital of Manila
■ The Filipino and American forces took a 

defensive position at Bataan, a peninsula 
on the NW edge of Manila Bay.



Japanese Victories
□ After 3 months of intense 

fighting, the Japanese took 
the Bataan peninsula 
(April).

□ After taking Hong Kong the 
Japanese took Malay

□ February 1942, the 
Japanese had reached 
Singapore.
■ a strategic position at the 

southern tip of the Malay 
Peninsula.
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Japanese Victories
□ Within a month the Japanese conquered the 

Dutch East Indies (now Indonesia).
■ These islands were very resource rich

□ The Japanese then headed west, taking Burma 
and planned to move onto India.

□ By the time they had Burma, the Japanese had 
amassed more than 1 million square miles of 
land.



Bataan Death March
□ The Japanese considered it a 

dishonor to your country and 
family to surrender and this 
led to contempt for their 
prisoners.

□ The Bataan death march was 
one of the worst examples of 
the brutality that the Allied 
POWs were forced to 
complete.

□ Of the approximately 70,000 
that marched only 54,000 
survived.

http://titaniumrunner.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/url-3.jpeg


Pictures of the Bataan Death March



Henry Grady Stanley, 89, recalls his time as a Prisoner of 
War during World War II.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OETbIw5jCKE


Propaganda Poster in the U.S. after 
the Bataan Death March



Bataan Death March Memorial
“The Battling Bastards of Bataan”



The Allies Strike Back

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uTRxRMrReOc


Doolittle Raid
□ U.S. bombers attack 

Tokyo and other 
Japanese cities in April, 
1942.
■ (Here Lt. Col. James H. 

Doolittle wires a 
Japanese medal to a 
bomb, for "return" to its 
originators in the first U.
S. air raid on the 
Japanese Home 
Islands.) 

□ Raid does little damage, 
but shows that Japan is 
vulnerable.



Allies Turn the Tide
□ May 1942, the American fleet, with 

Australian support, intercepted a 
Japanese strike force headed for Port 
Moresby in New Guinea.

□ Battle of the Coral Sea—Americans 
stop Japanese advance, May 1942.

□ New kind of naval warfare—ships 
launch planes to fight each other (see 
next slide).



Bombers do not engage each other, but pass each 
other on the way to the enemy aircraft carrier.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04kPEGOLW8Q


The Allies Strike Back
□ The Battle of 

Midway
■ 1,500 miles west of 

Hawaii lies the 
island of Midway.

■ It was the location 
of a key American 
airfield.

https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USMC/I/maps/USMC-I-10.gif


The Allies Strike Back
□ The Battle of Midway

■ Yamamoto himself was in command of 
the fleet, his plan with the attack of 
Midway was to draw the entire U.S. 
Pacific fleet from Pearl Harbor to defend 
the island

■ The U.S. destroyed half of  Japan’s 
aircraft carriers causing Japan to retreat.



The Battle of Midway by John Ford

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fWQYQpkH95s


An Allied Offensive
□ Allied morale in the Pacific was now 

at an all time high and they went on 
the offensive.

□ Japanese troops dug in on hundreds 
of islands across the ocean.

□ General Douglas MacArthur was 
commander of the Allied land forces 
in the Pacific. 

□ He developed a plan to handle the 
problem of the Japanese.



An Allied Offensive
□ MacArthur’s Plan

■ He planned to “island-
hop” past strongholds 
in order to attack 
weaker Japanese 
bases that were not 
well defended.



An Allied Offensive
□ Battle of Guadalcanal

■ Intelligence suggested that the Japanese 
were building a huge air base on the 
island of Guadalcanal in the Solomon 
islands.

■ The Allies had to strike fast before the air 
base was completed and became a 
Japanese stronghold.

■ August 7, 1942- dawn- several thousand 
marines (with Aussie support) landed on 
the island and its neighbor, Tulagi.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KQKJY43-LmE


Guadalcanal 
□ February 1943, 6 months later, (after 

heavy fighting on land and sea) the 
Battle of Guadalcanal finally ended.

□ The Japanese abandoned what they 
called ‘the island of death’

□ The Japanese were now struggling to 
establish a new order in SE Asia and the 
Pacific. Meanwhile, Hitler worked on his 
own new order for Europe.


